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ABSTRACT 



Exploring diversity instills in children an awareness and 
respect for themselves and others. Research projects that address 
stereotyping, race relations, and prejudice within ourselves can be developed 
through collaboration between the librarian and classroom teacher (who may 
themselves be of different cultures) . These research projects help children 
to understand that the world is made up of interrelated people; that people 
must not be judged on appearance or background alone; and that individuals 
and their contributions to society are of primary importance. These projects 
encourage children to be more tolerant of others and to savor the rich 
diversity of the changing world culture. Materials that promote cultural 
diversity and tolerance in a positive way are available from many publishers 
in many formats. Includes a bibliography of tolerance and diversity sources. 
(Contains 39 references.) (Author/SWC) 
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Exploring diversity instills in children an awareness and respect for themselves and others. 
Research projects that address stereotyping, race relations, and prejudice within ourselves can be developed 
through collaboration between the librarian and classroom teacher (who may themselves be of different 
cultures). These research projects help children to understand that the world is made up of interrelated 
people; that people must not be judged on appearance or background alone; and that individuals and their 
contributions to society are of primary importance. These projects encourage children to be more tolerant of 
others and to savour the rich diversity of the changing world culture. 



THE NEED FOR TOLERANCE 

We educators are well aware that multicultural education is already an increasingly important and 
vital component of our educational environmant. In our multicultural society children are constantly 
exposed to a global information society. Getting along in a changing world is essential and children must be 
taught to be more tolerant of others. 

They must leam to appreciate the rich diversity of America’s changing culture. 

When children become more tolerant, their self-confidence is increased. This creates the ability to 
be comfortable and thus leam to interact in all kinds of situations and mix with all different people. This gift 
of tolerance is found in our hearts. We cannot buy it at a gift or department store. Tolerance is one way to 
show acceptance and respect for our differences. It becomes the most precious and important gift of love 

for all — young or old. ... . 

We as educators need to create ways and means to guide our children in this globally perplexing 

and changing world. We know we are imperfect, but we are assured that 

global interaction will better children’s conflict resolution skills. It will also help to create a more enjoyable 
and interesting life. 

THE ROLE OF READING 
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Teaching children to celebrate differences and not discriminate is the solution. We must teach our 
students that prejudice, hatred, and stereotyping are not acceptable. These are behaviors that can be 
overcome. When children can appreciate and understand their own origin and heritage will this not lead 
them to appreciate the traditions, customs and beliefs of others? Through reading and research we can 
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